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H on . C ount Mercier.

H on. Wilfiid L aurier.

E rnest P acaud .

S C E N E S—i n Quebec L egislature and O ttawa H ouse ofC om m ons.
T H EAT RE —si tuated in the C ity ofMontreal.

I t iseasier’not to give a m an the m eansofhaving influence than
toprevent hisabuse ofi t.”—MADAME RO LAN D.

PROLOGU E .

For a long time , in th e e ye s of th e pe ople , Mr . Me rcie r
and Mr . Laurie r passed curre nt asdisinte re sted and ve ry
honorablem e n .

”

W e find that “for pure love of country
th e Provincial Premie r is about to step into th e arena of
Dominion politics , and th e leade r of th e Dominion Oppo
sitiou isto accept his se rvice s— ofcourse forsom efipatrio tic
conside ration . It W ill b e ne ce ssary to firstly discove r
W hat that conside ration is

, and W hat Mr . Laurie r could



or would give Mr . Me rcie r for th e latte r’s inte rfe rence .

If Mr . Me rcie r’s motive s for uniting with Mr . Laurie r are
to se cure money from th e Dom ini on for th e payment of
his debts and those of his confe de rate s , most a ssuredly

w e must conclude that h e , at least , is not an honorable
m an .

” W e must le arn h ow far Mr . Me rcie r sought to
trade upon Mr . Laurie r’s fair name

,
and howfar Mr .

Laurie r was willing to lend that name asa cloak to hide
th e de formity of Mr . Me rcie r’s motive s .

‘ Then w e must
discove r whe the r Mr . Laurie r is really “

an honorable
m an

,

” or whe the r h e is not a more accomplishe d hypo :

crite than Mr . Me rc1e r ; b u t on e playing his game in
anothe r sphe re

.
Finally th e catastrophe of this little

drama must b e th e unmasking of Mr. Laurie r . The re is
a subordinate characte r, th e Vale t— Mr. E .

'

- P acaud ,
— who

is like th e hyphe n of fle sh conne cting th e Siame se twins
of Canadian Lib e ralism . H e i s th e villain of th e play

,

posse s sing th e entire confidence of his two maste rs . In
orde r to make our characte rs spe ak— and condemn them
se lve s in the ir own words— w e will quotefrom the ir own
spe cial organs , the ir own e ditorials , the ir own le tte rs ,
te legrams , inte rviews and spe e che s . Ve ry little comment
w ill b e re quire d . We will com m ence in 1887 , when Mr .

Me rcie r came into powe r
,
when Mr . Laurie r be cam e a

le ade r
,
and follow them down to August , 1891.

O n e more word of pre face , and the n le t us dash into

th e midst ofthings . L
’
E lecteur of Quebe c is Mr . Lau

rie r
’sQuebe c organ , Mr . Me rcie r’s e spe cially adopted

mouth-pie ce , and Mr . Pacaud
’s own pape r , of

!

which h e
is e ditor and dire ctor . L a P atric of Montre al is th e
acknowledge d French-Canadian organ of th e Libe ral
party in th e Province of Quebe c . T he H erald is

‘

the
accepted English organ of th e sam e party in Lowe r Can
ada . On

’ce for all , our quotations shall b e from one or

th e other of the se newspape rs ,
‘ so that th e re ade r m ay

accept as entire ly orthodox Libe ralism what follows

W heneve r it isb e twe en quotation marks .
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ACT I . 1887 .

It will b e re m e m be red that assoon asMr . Me rcie r got

into powe r h e conce ive d th e ide a of an Inte rprovincial
Confe re nce , which had for obj e ct th e

“raising of th e
wind ” to swe ll th e sails of his bark ash e mounted th e

political wave s and ste e red for th e port of Fortune . Mr .

Laurie r accepted the se re solutions, and/ agre ed to put
the m into force should h e eve r ge t into pow e r in th e
Dominion . It w as, the re fore , to Mr . Me rcie r’s inte re st
and that of his pocke t , and th e pocke ts of his hange rs - o h ,

to se e that no stone was le ft unturne d to lift Mr. Laurie r

into powe r .

L
’
E lec teur, 19th March

,
1887 T h e w ay to readjust th e pro

v incial subsidie s
,
and to de cre e that infuture that w ay can no

longer b e change dfor th e be ne fi t of on e province to th e de trim e nt
ofthe o the rs

,
is on e ofth e obj e cts ofth e In te rprovincial Confe r

e nce
,
and w e m ust adm it it is a worthy one .

”

Mark th e following

L
’
E lecteur

,
l 0th N ovem ber

,
Ofth e spe cific allotm ent

announce d in th e Ac t of1867 , th e increasefor th e P rovince of
Que b e c would b e pe r year, according to th e basis ori
ginally proposed to th e confe re n ce

,
and th e on e defin itive ly

acceptedfor O ntario
,
but our Gove rnm e nt insiste d that w e should

obtain annually m ore , g iving asits re ason th e ne ce ssity
in which w e find ourse lve s ofprinting our publ ic docum e nts in
both language s . That de m and wasgrante d

,
so that inste ad of

re ce iving , like O ntario , thre e tim e s t h e am oun t originally fixed
by th e Fede ral Ac t— that is to say, thre e tim e s or

augm entation of — W e shall re ce ive
or an augm entation of pe r ye ar .

”

As w e shall se e
,
this clause of th e re solutions al one

would furnish e nough from the Dom inion tre asury to

pay P acaud his salary and to give Me rcie r a ye arly trip
to France . But w e will r e se rve comment

,
and l e t the s e

gentlemen the m se lve s te ll th e e ffe cts of the se re solutions
and how th ey knit odd b e d - fe llows toge the r .

L
’
E lecteur

,
27 th July, 1887 .

— “Mr . Boivin
,
se cre tary to t h e

P rim e Ministe r
,
wrote Me ssrs . Douce t and O ue lle tte

,
t he se cre

tarie s ofth e re ception com m itte e
,
that Mr . Me rcie r de sired to b e
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pre sent at Som e rse t on th e 2m d August, to assist at th e grand de
m onstration in honor ofMr . L aurie r .”

L
’
E lecteur, 3rd August , 1887 -

“Messrs. L aurie r and Me rcie r
re ce ived a g lorious ovat ion . Assoon asMr. L aurie r
c eased spe aking

,
Mr . Me rcie r waspre sente d with an addre ss of

we lcom e , in reply to which h e de l ive red on e ofthose vigorous
harangue s , th e se cre t of which h e knows so we ll .
L ’
E lecteur

,
4th August , 1887 — Report ofMr . L aurie r’s spe e ch ;

h e said that “H eform ulate d th e hope that th e In te rprovincial
Confere nce , organized by Mr . Me rcie r

,
would con tribute e nor

m ously to pu t an end to diffe re nt provincial m isfortune s .”

T h e addre ss pre sented to Mr . Laurie r is signed by Mr .
Erne st P acaud en té

’
te .

L ’
E lecteur

,
5 th August , 1887 — Report ofMr . L aurie r’s spe e ch

continue d : “I gofarthe r
,

” said Mr. L aurie r
,

“I he sitate not to
say that I am an adm ire r ofthe constitution . Doubtless

,
it is no t

pe rfe c t ; it contain s im portantfaults, which m y friend , Mr. Me r

cie r
,
shall b e called upon to corre ct ve ry soon

,
in his I nt e rpro

v incial Confe re nce .

”

L ’
E lecteur

,
6 th August , 1887 .

— T h e sam e report continued
H oweve r

,

” said Mr . L aurie r
,
the re is a que stion on which th e

confe re nce will have .to pronounce ; it is th e que stion ofprovincial
subsidi e s . O n that question I think I agree , as, m oreover, I always
entire ly agree with M r. M ercier on whatever course he takes.
L

’
E lecteur, 8thAugust , 1887 .

- Report ofMr . Me rcie r’s Spe e ch
at Som e rse t

,
2nd August

,
1887 “Wh en w e saw Mr . Blake dis

appe ar
,
w e saluted w ith pleasure th e e le ction of ourfriend Mr .

L aurie r to that high post ofconfidence . It is notfor m e to he re
pronounce his panyge ric— it is in eve ry m outh— but

,
gentle

m en
,
th ey wh o h eard th e m agn ificen t spe e ch that h e hasjust

m ade
,
they who cou ld und e rstand his e levation ofthough t

,
th e

loftin e ss ofhis views
,
th e S piri t of justice that an im ate s h im

,
th e

vast scope ofhis de clarations
,
they should b e satisfie d and assured

that H on .

'

Wilfred L aurie r isin a position to dire ct with a steady
hand th e de stin ie s ofour cause at O ttawa.

T h e P rovince ofQue be c doe s no t wan t to be tre ated diffe rently
from th e othe r prov ince s

,
but sh e wants to be treate d with the

sam e justice .

” H on . Mr . L aurie r wasgood
enough to re fe r to m y proje ct of an

'

In t e r-

provincial confe rence ,
which I am in a position to announce will open during th e first
fift e en days ofn ext Septe m b e r in the capital of the P rovince of
Que be c . T h e obje ct of that confe rence is to find re m edie sfor th e
pre sent e vils

,
and to devise a w ay to conse rve thatfede ral syste m

which Mr . L aurie r says is so good, and in which , asin all
,
I agree

with him .

”



L
’
E lecteur

,
l 6th S ep tem ber, 1887 . H on . M1

1

. Me rcie r doe s no t
count upon corruption to gove rn . H e wishe s to strike th e m ind
and th e heart oft he pe ople by t he de ve lopm ent ofhis pol itical
work P ublic gratitude will do th e re st.

O ! Tempora l O lMores! How th e spirit of his dre am

h assince changed !

L
’
E lecteur

,
7 th O c tober, 1887 . M1

1

1 L au1_i_e 11
’s opponents find

ing him invulne rable , attack M1
1

. Me rcie r and hold Mr . L aurie r
re sponsible for th e acts ofQue be c’s first Min iste r. ”
They are doing so , and with gre ate r re ason to -day.

Follow our chain , th e links will - le ad us to th e staple b e
fore long.

L
’
E lecteur , 8th N ovem ber

,
1887 .

— M1
1

. Me rcie r’s grand re ception
at the Club L e te llie r, Montreal . Aft e r his spe e ch , M1

1

. L aurie r
rose andsaid : For twe nty years I have known Mr. Me rcie r , and
m y adm irationfo r h im is asgre at to day asit hase ve r be en since
I first knew h im . I ne ed not pronounce his e ulogy

, but 1 m ust
say that h e m ade on e om ission in his spe e ch ,for h e spoke about
e ve rything bu t M1

1

. Me rcie r him se lf. I sayfrankly and without
any r ese rv e that M1

1

. Me rcie r isth e gre ate st Canadian w e have
had since th e days of P apin e au .

“H ad th e Me r

cie r Gove rnm ent done noth ing othe r thantohave convoked the

Inte rprovincial Confe rence
,
that should suffice to rende r it worthy

ofth e confidence and adm iration of th e pnb lic . M1
1

. Me 1c i e 1

state d that it w asno tfor h im to say what reason s S ir John hadfor no t accepting th e invitation exte nded to his Gov e 1nm e nt

B ut I know the m . It is be cause h e fe lt that a m ost te rrible blow
wasabout to fall upon his insidious and centralizing gove rn
m e nt . ”

This is th e same Mr . Laurie r “who calle d a confe de rate
and centralizing system so good ,

and w ith whom Mr .

Me r01e r agre e d on that point , asupon all others.

Be fore dropping th e curtain on 1887, it would b e we ll
to remark that while th e Inte rprovincial Confe rence w as
in full blast Mr . Erastus Wiman came to Quebe c at Mr .

Me rcie r’s invitat l on ! instigated by Mr . Laurie r), and
de liv e red h isfirst l e cture upon Comme rcial U nion in th e
skating rink of that city . T he night of th e 26th Octobe r
saw th e membe rs of th e Inte rprovincial Confe re nce
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be taking themse lve s to th e skating rink and the re im
bibing th e first le ssons that th e future U nre stricte d Re ci
p

‘
rocity m an taught to Canadians . A small annexat ion is t

group in anticipati on ! It was ve ry O pportune that Mr.
Wiman should pre ach th e possibility of re alizing Mr .

Laurie r’s boyhood dre am of ultimate Ame rican union
,
and

that Mr . Me rcie r should have such a distinguished
audi ence assemble d to he ar h im . But

,
pe rhaps , Mr.

Laurie r will say that h e knew nothing of all this
We ll , th e Confe rence took place— passed its re solutions ,

and Mr . Me rcie r saw visions of th e Laurie r Gove rnment

paying offhis debts and se curing th e cre dit of th e prov
ince to a degre e that h e might b e enabled to borrow upon
th e Europe an marke ts . But the se we re “Castle s in th e
air. To - day Mr . Laurie r would like to rise out of Me rcie r
and P acaud but his wings are clipped . H e would like
th e country to be lieve that h e h ashad no intimate conne c
tionwith the se m e n and that h e has not be en privy to all
the ir actions . L e t his own words and act ions re fute him .

ACT II— 1889-1890 .

T h e following le tte r is. addre ssed to Mr . P acaud, th e
editor of th e Me rc ie r -Laurie r organ . It come sfrom Mr .
Lauri e r’s home if not penned by himse lf it has be en in

spired by him . It is only t oo obvious that th e write r se eks
the re in to hide his identity but that identity pre sse s out
from behind th e curtain when h e trie s to fold it too tightly
around him . H e opens th e le tte r by addre ssing P acaud

in th e se cond pe rson then h e
!

suppose s himse lf answe r
ing on e of Pacaud’s ene m ie s , and h e spe aks of P acaud in
th e third pe rson !which give s him th e chance of using
th e name ofLaurie r) - then h e falls back into th e original
style and speaks to him again in th e se cond p e rson . T h e

le tte r is cle ve rly writte n . W e will take afewe xtracts
to show Laurie r’s gre at frie ndship for and faith in P acaud ,
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to show Pacaud’s standing e ven two ye ars ago , in th e

e stimation of th e public and to cast a little light upon th e
im portance of this vale t - de - chambre to th e two gre at
le ade rs in th e Libe ral arm y

L
’
E le cteur

,
28th O ctober 1889

ART H AB ASKAVI L L E
,
13th O ct .

,
1889.

My De ar Friend ,— I re ad e ve ry daym the
’

O ppos1t1on pape 11 ,
s

which com e into m y hands , so m any infam ousth ingsabout you
that I am ove rcom e with vexation . I really do no t unde rstand
how you can ste e r your way so calm ly through so m any trouble s .
Y our pape r doe s n o t take up th e hundre dth part oft h e pe1fid1es
that your ene m ie s showe r upon you . L

’
E lecteur

isno t th e que stion— it is a que stion ofparty . But it is pre cise ly
for that re ason you should refrain fro m falling, through an

11rat1onal sile nce
,
into inditfe 1ent ism not so m uch on account of

yourse lfason account of th e cause we are defe nding toge th e r.

I have
,
m yse lf

,
long he sitate d to take up m y pe n ,

but I se e with sorrow that calum n ies
,
by dint ofrepe titions

,
are

m aking the ir way e ve n into our own rank s ; yes, e ven am ongst
our ownfrie nds the re are som e who will wind up by be lie ving il l
of you . By constantly se e ing th e nam e of
P acaud

,
ofL ’

E lecteur
,
running t he gauntle t of L a M neroe , L e

M onde and L a P resse , stuck to e ve ry sp e cie s ofcom pro m ising
account

,
by din t of hearing all kindsofcrazy storie s about your

e xtravagant w ay of living in Que be c, ofyour intim acie s with t he
m iniste rs

,
ofth e incre asing prospe rity ofyour pape r

,
by dint of

hearing your nam e dragged into all public discussions , and you r
case unfolded in e ve ry county

,
o ne should n o t be surprise d that

bad reports about you find so m any e choe s . ”

He re th e write r spe aks of P acau d in th e third pe rson ,
for th e purpose of be ing able to bring in th e name L aurier

without attracting suspicion .

H e wastwice a candidate at h isown expense— ! that is P acaud) .
H e e dite d thre e pape rs that re nde re d im m ense service s— L e

Journal
, of Ar thabaska ; L a C oncorde

,
ofThre e Rive rs , and

L ’
E lecteur

,
ofQue be c . H efound e d th e first wi th M1

1

. L aurie1
,

paidfor i t out of the ir own pocke ts
,
fille d it with his W 11t1ngs

and scatte red it gratisam ongst hisfrie nds . It wasa pape r that
w asborn l n sacrifice and lived in struggle .

Now th e write r change s back to th e original w ay of
addre ssing him in th e se cond pe rson .
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Y ou we re wrong , m y de arfrie nd ; th e party m ight have lost
its only organ in Que b e c district had you accepte d a be tte r place

,

but , at le ast, to-day you would not b e insulted , nor called a para
site

,
a pawn - broke r , a boodle r, e tc . B ut since you have othe r

wise regulate d your course of life
,
and have no t ceased to conse

crate it to our cause
, pay no attention to such outcrie s walk with

head e re ct past th e
,

m en wh o are jealous ofth e position you hold
to -day,

but who ne ve r dre am e d ofe nvying you th e sacrifice s offortune and tim e it cost you . Continue your work ; pe rhaps our
pe ople are on th e e v e offinding out that they have m uch to learn
in t h e line of gratitudefrom othe r race s . - U n Ancien— or it
should b e 17V. L aurier.

So much for P acaud ,
his past re cord and his e arly and

continue d association with Mr . Laurie r . L et us turn to
w hat his own organ has to say from tim e to time '

L
’
E lecteur, 9th M ay, 1889.

— Inte rview with M1
1

. L aurie r . H e

says : “M1
1

. Me rcier hasm ade an al liance in orde r to ge t into
powe r . N ow that h e is the re h e m ust ke ep it.

”

So the re w asre ally some spe cie s “

of agre ement , and Mr .

Me rcie r having obtaine d portion of what. h e wante d ,
name ly

,
th e ge tting into powe r, should fulfil his part of

th e contract
,
wh ich mus t have be e n to he lp Laurie r into

th e Prem ie rship . Of course the se are but th e pre liminary
steps ne ce ssary to attain th e re al obje cts in view, name ly,
Lauri e r to furnish mone y for Que be c , and Quebe c to re

turn th e compliment by se curing me ans to conte st DO 1

m inion Conse rvative e le ctions in case Mr . L aurie r miss e d
his le ap towards th e Tre asury benche s . A ne at little
programm e and we ll followe d out .

L
’
E lecteur

,
5 th January, 1889. To work c itize ns Maybe

what w e are going to add will stim ulate t he zeal ofour citizens .
Whilst w e we re penning this article w e re ce ived th e following
d e spatch es

S o P acaud is th e we who pens the article .

ART H ABASKAVI L L E , 4th January,

E rnest P acaud,E sq .
, Quebec

P ut m y nam e on th e l istfor‘fiv e share s in th e new hote l .
W. L AU RIE R.

”



11

MO N T REAL
,
5 th January .

E rnest P acaud, Quebec

I wish succe ss to th e Grand H ote l proje ct,fo r which I sub
scrib e som e share s .

H O N ORE MERC IER.

As in all othe r mone tary unde rtakings , whe re in Laurie r
and Me rcie r se em to have had any - in terest , fso in this on e ,
P acaud w asth e me dium . Of course , no pe rson should
for a moment suspe ct MI

1

. Laurie r— th e gre at man of
purity— ofhaving anyknow ledge of Pacaud

’s characte r
or his actions . No matte r whe the r they we re companions
from school days

,
Mr , Laurie r m ust for th e mome nt b e

supposed ignorant of all Mr . Me rcie r’s and Mr . Pacaud’s

de signs .

L a P atric
,
13 th June

,
1890 . IfM1

1

. Me rcie r and his fri ends
are at th e h e lm of affairs sinc e 1887 , it is to th e strong L ibe ral
party that th ey ow e it , to that party ofwhich M1

1

. W1lfred
L aurie r is th e grand chie f, no t only in our P rovince

,
but in th e

whole Dom inion .

”

So far so good ! T h e Libe ral organ is right ! Mr . Laurie r
and his party put MI

1

. Me r cie r into pow e r .

L
’
E lecteur

,
3rd June , 1890 . M1

1

. L aurie r’s itine raryfor th e
we ek.

”— a list ofall t he place s in which h e w asto speakfor M1
1

.

Me rcie r. That day’s e ditorial is he ade d
,
T h e in t e rve ntion of

H on . Mr . L aurie r . It says : L e C anadien ofye ste rday pub
l ishe s a long article to show that Mr . L aurie r partake s abso lute ly
ofth e sam e ide as asM1

1

. Me rcie r in this cam paign on th e que s
tion ofprovincial au tonom y

,
and ye t it reproache s M1

1

. L aurie r
with inte rve ning in provincial pol itics . A little m ore and th e

b lue organ will cre ate a great scandal out ofthis inte rve n tion .

B u t
,
w e ask

,
what is the re to pre ve nt Mr. L aurie r from int e rfe r

ing active ly in th e pre se nt struggle ! H e is chiefofth e O pposi
tion at O ttawa

,
chiefofth e canadian L ibe ral par ty .

More ove r , is h e no t th e chie f of the L ibe ral e le ctors , w ho , on th e

17 th June , will votefor Mr . Me rcie r ! By th is title it is no t only
his right, but his duty to take par t in this struggle .

”

This is th e e le ction in which Mr . Me rcie r is to depend
upon Mr . Laurie r for he lp ; and in re turn for which M r.
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Laurie r will depend upon Mr. Me rcie r
,
when th e Domi

nion fight come s off.
L

’
E lecteur, 6 th June

,
1890 - Report of a m e e ting at Saint

Sauve ur : “T h e cause ! It 1sth e N ational cause , and all wish to
se e it trium ph ! T h e party ! but all are of th e sam e party ; it is
a un ion offriends !” M1

1

. L aurie r’s Spe e ch : “My pol itics are
M1

1

. Me rcie r’s ! I am ofth e o ld school ofE ngl ish L ibe r .a1s Mr.

Me rcie r is th e chiefofth e N ational party
,
but who w ase ve r

m ore L ibe ral than h e is, in his re lations with th e workm e n

I com e h e re to p11e ach un ion and concord . I com e he re to work
w ith you that th e cause ofMr . Mercie r m ay trium ph 1n th e com

ing e le ction s— it is what you all want. ”
“I hope you are convinced that what Mr . Me rcie r wants is th e
t rium ph of th e labour cause . B ut

,
m ark one thing . I am as

m uch asyou are a partisan of that labour cause
,
though I am not

a laboure r m yse lf. I have at he art asm uch asyou have th e cause
you che rish ; but I te ll you, in allsinceri ty, I love the N ational cause
still m ore than I do the labour cause .

Y e t Mr . L aur1er doe s not sing his National songwhen
m face of othe r eve nts and othe r audience s . It matte rs

little what h e may call himse lf or his party , it is a com bi
nation ofMe rcie r and Laurie r , aide d in minor de tails by

P acaud .

L a P atric 4th July, 1890 . T h e Two P artie s L ibe ral and

N ational . Already th e Gaze tte m ade th e re m ark ye ste rday
,

M1
1

. Mercie r spoke at th e re ception ofth e N ational party
,
and th e

succe sse s that crowne d its efforts . Mr . L am 1e r on the contrary
,

did not say a word about th e N ational party ; but h e expatiated
at length on th e past

,
the future aspirations and hopes ofthe

L ibe ral party . Is th e re a diffe rence ofopinion be twe en th e two
chiefs, asth e Gaze tte would have it unde rstood ! We think
not .

” “Mr . Me rcie r, our com m on chief“ in a struggle
unde rtaken for a particu lar obje ct in our province , could no t speak
in the nam e ofone ofth e gre at partie s ofth e country without
runn ing th e risk of wounding som e ofth e tr0 0 psthat suppor t
h im .

” Such is th e on ly reason why M1
1

. Me rc ie r
used , th e othe r even ing, th e word N ational

,
wh ils t M1

1

. L aurie r
exclusive ly use d th e nam e L ibe ral .

So Mr . Laurie r is a love r of th e N ational cause in St .
Sauveur , whe re his spe e ch was intended m ére ly for th e

e ars of his ow n e le ctors and Mr . Me rcie r’s friends ; but h e
forge ts th e N ational and me re ly spe aks of th e L iberal cause
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when h e is in a place whe re his words might militate
against his prospe cts asle ade r throughout th e Dominion .

And in Toronto h e has noth ing at all to do with th e

N ational cause . Quebe c can re ad his since rity , Ontario

can study his political hone sty, and th e whole Dominion

can pe rce ive his motive s . A Nationalist in Quebe c , h e
leave s Nationalism to Mr . Me rcie r in Montre al , and h e i s
me re ly a Libe ral himse lf, and , in Toronto , h e is an ti

N ational, a ve ry Briton— an old school English Libe ral .
’

H e thus spe aks to Ontario :

L a P atrie
,
3rd O ctober, 1889. It is said it m ay be all ve ry

finefor m e to talk asa Canadian in O ntario
,
but that I advis e

th e pe ople ofQue be c to e stablish an indepe nde ntFre nch-Canadian
state on th e banks ofth e St. L awrence . Asto

'

m yse lfpe rsonally,
gentle m en ,

I re sent th e odious im putation
,
and spurn t he accusa

tion ofwanting one language for O ntario and anothe r for
Quebe c .

“If th e re are any am ongst m yfe llow
countrym en ofFrench origin who wou ld dre am ofe stablishing a

French colony on th e banks ofthe S t . L awrence
,
I am no t one of

the m . I am no t of the m and le t friends and opponents b e we ll
pe ne trated with th efac t . “I go farthe r

,
and say it

would b e the direst ingratitud e
,
afte r se eking th e prote ction of

E ngland in orde r to b e com e gre at
,
to strike th efrie ndly hand and

to re fuse to take our com m on share with our othe rfe llow
citizens . ”

When Dr . Montague quote d from th e Quebe c spe e ch in
th e House on th e 7th July last , th e following dialogue w ill
show how Mr . Laurie r trie d to back down

,
and finally

w assilenced before th e whole Hou s e of Commons .
H ansard

,
vol . i , 1891, July 7 th , page s 1975 -1976 .

M r. M ontague
m on th e Budge t— quote s L aurie r

’s spe e ch as
pub lished in th e G lobe W e wil l have fr e edom oftrade ; w e

w ill swe ep away the se re strictions ; w e will swe ep away th e

custom - house s b e twe en th e se two countrie s . This is in th e

P rovince ofQuebe c .
M r. L aurier— “Will th e h on . gentle m an allow m e to te l l h im
that th e spe e ch to which h e refe rs wasde live red in French , and

that the re w asno t a Fre nch reporte r prese n t .”
S om e hon. m em bers O h

,
oh !”

M r. L aurier
— “I am qui te willing to say that th e report in

substance g1v esth e se nse ofm y re m arks
,
but is no t verbatim .

M r. rhI ontague
— “We ll

,
sir

,
thisextract hasbe en printe d in
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n ewspape r afte r n ewspape r ; it hasbe en b efore th e countryfor
m onths ; and m y hon .frie nd hasne ve r until now m ade a public
de claration that th e re port is incorre ct. It shows that hon . ge n
t le m en Opposite are in a ve ry bad condition wh e n th ey have t o
rise in th e H ouse and repudiate th e reports ofthe ir spe e che s as
printed in th e ir own organs . N ow , 1 ask th e h on .

ge ntle m an

whe the r 0 11 no t h e eve r de live red any such spe e ch asthat ! ”

M r. L aurier I have just told you .

”

Mr. Montague
-4 “Y ou said nothing , th en , about th e custom

house s
M r. L aurier I have told th e h on . gentle m an that th e spe e ch

wasde live re d im prom ptu ,
and that the re is no verbatim report of

i t. T h e h on . ge ntle m an do esnot expe ct m e to say that I said
this word 0 11 that word . I have just said that th e re port give s
th e substance ofm y re m arks

,
but no t m y verbatim re m arks .”

M r. M ontague T he hon . ge ntle m an doe s not re m e m be r it .
I do no t ask h im to re m e m be r it

,
but th e reporte r wasthe re and

took it down .

M r. L aurier—
“I say that I spoke 1n French

, and that the re
wasno t a French reporte r th e re .

And thu s
,
did Mr . Laurie r, when corne red , strive to

cove r his tracks . It was not so much th e quoted para

graph that frightened him asth e fact that some othe r
pe rson might discove r how compromisingly contradictory
his diffe rent spe e che s and attitude s we re .

In closing this ac t
,
and be fore opening the third

,
las t

and most important on e— th e climax of our little drama
it would b e w e ll to re call to th e re ade r’s mind that w e

are only u sing Mr . Laurie r’s own words or e ls e those of
Mr . Me rcie r or Mr . P acaud . Our obje ct is to show that
those m en have be en m ore than politically

,
that the y have

be en inte re stedly and amicably allied . W e must nowfollow our chain until w e have proven that Mr . Laurier
flung all his pe rsonal magne tism into th e Quebe c e le c
tions in favor of Mr . M e rcie r ; that Mr . Me rcie r re cipro

c ate d by using his Quebe c powe r to aid Mr . Laurie r in
th e Dominion struggle ; that Mr . Me rcie r originated th e
Inte rprovincial Confe rence for his own e nds ; that Mr.
Laurie r subscribed to its re solut ions ; that Sir John saw
th e dange r to th e Dominion in its principles: that its
ultimate obje ct was to saddle th e Dominion with Mr .
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Me rcie r’s political and othe r liabilitie s ; that Mr . Me rcie r

promised fifte en of a majority to Mr . Laurie r ; that Mr.

Laurie r promise d , if h e go t into pow e r, to se ttle th e Que
b e c accounts ; that P acaud w asin e ve ry case a go

be twe e n ”
th e Gove rnment and all boodle rs and con

tractors ; that on e ofth e L ange lie rsw asMe rcie r’s right
bowe r ; that anothe r w asLaurie r’s tru m

/pc ard and that
a third w asa paid spy of Me rcie r’s party ; that Me rcie r
dictated to P acaud and paid him ; that Me rcie r traded on
Laurie r’s pol itical purity, while Laurie r kept up his old
school English Libe ralism

”
asa mask to hide his re al

motive s ; in fine , that Laurie r not ge tting into pow e r as
h e expe cted to do , the Me rcie r gang had to go to Europe
to borrow , and th e Dominion C onse rvative e le ctions we re
conte sted on th e strength of Dominion m one ys that we re
to replace th e that P acaud m ade away with so
neatly and , finally, that Laurie r knew e ve ry move made
or in contemplation upon th e che ss -board of Quebe c pol
itie s . W e will go farthe r .

To illustrate , by on e e xample , th e Lange lie r conne ction ,

w e will re fe r to th e we ll - known fact that on th e we ek
inte rvening be twe e n th e day of nomination and th e day
ofe le ction , that is to say ,from th e 26th February and

5th
'

March
,
1891, Mr . Achille C arrl e re , Iocal m embe r for

Gaspe in th e Queb e c House , and on e of Me rcie r’s right
hand m e n

,
le ft Quebe c with e le ctionfunds , gold and

bills , and all along th e line from Levisto Dalhousie dis
tribute d th e boodle to th e Liberal agents who m e t h im

at th e diffe rent stations . Pre vious to Mr . Carriere ’s pas
sage ofb en efic en ce

,
agents from N ew Brunswick

,
Nova

Scotia , and e ven Ontario came to Queb e c and applie d to
Me rcie r , P acaud 85 Co m pany for funds . T h e e le ction
took place on th e Thursday, th e 5th of March . T h e re

su ltscould not b e known until Friday,
th e 6 th ,

and on

th e ne xt day Mr. Francois Lange lie r and Erne st P acaud
landed in Halifax . Mr .We ldon

,
ex unde r dire ctions

from Mr . Laurie r, m e t the se gentlemen ,
who had th e
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funds ne ce ssary to buy up any membe rs who might b e
for sale . They m e t on Sunday , th e 8th

,
at Mr . Jone s’

house , and the re in se cre t conclave with Mr . Fie lding,

S e nator Powe r and Mr . Longley , concocted th e
'

plan be st
calculated to do effe ctive work with the sefunds . Not
succe eding in corrupting any of th e e le cted Conse rvative s
the y put up to conte st e leven constituencie s
amongst othe rs Halifax county , and th e e le ctions of th e
Ministe r of Justice and th e Ministe r of Marin e

,
and in th e

case of th e last mentioned they did not conte st his col
le ague

’s e le ction . Evidently this w asdone to annoy th e
Gove rnme nt , in th e h O pe of shaking th e we ake r me m be rs
by th e committe e reve lati on s that they anticipate d hav

ing a swe eping effe ct . As far as N ew Brunsw ick i s con
ce rne d the se Quebe c agents we re not entruste d with th e
cash

,
but a che que payable to th e orde r of Mr .

Attorney-Gene ral , was sent to Mr . We ldon— th e Pre m ie r
could no t se e m ingly b e trust ed with it . When it re ached
th e pol itical agent h e found th e paye e of th e che que was
away up th e S t . John

I

Riv e r, e ithe r on a stumping e xcur
sion

,
or some othe r e qually unimportant e xpedition . They

could not ge t the ir money until the y found th e Attorne y
Ge ne ral , and th e thre e or four days

’ chase afte r that genJ

tl e m an sufficed to le t the ir plans and m otive s le ak out .
In fin e the Conne ction ofMe ss rs . Laurie r, Me rcie r , P acaud ,

Lange lie r , Carr1e re , Fie lding,
Powe r

,
Longle y , Jone s ,

Blair
,
We ldon

,
and all th e le ading Libe rals is unde niable ,

and just asundeniable is th e fact that th e funds Mr .

P acaud had in charge forme d th e bond of union be twe en
them all and that bond of union consiste d of Dom inion
of Canada m oney . Not only this , but in Quebe c alone

of that fund we re use d as
“

deposits in th e t hirte en
cont‘e s tations of Conse rvative se ats in that province .

AC T “

I I I— 1891.

M ontrea l H erald
,
January 28th

,
1891. T h e Cl'ub N ational

banque t , he ld at th e Windsor H ot e l last n igh t, m ust b e
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voted a success . T he atte ndance w as large , th e gathe ring
thoroughly re pre sentative and we l l- sustaine d e nthusiasm
prevailed . T h e speaking , also

,
was ofh1gh orde r . T h e

se ntim ents e nunciate d had a substantial ring about the m that
appe ale d to the inte l lige nce , aswe ll asto th e se ntim e nt, ofth e
audience . All score d good points , but H on . Mr . Me rcie r m ade an
effe ctive hit whe n h e announce d that ifS ir John Macdonald
brought on th e e le ctions im m ediate ly h e would put offhis trip to
E urope in orde r to b e at his post alongsid e th e L ibe ral chieftain

,

H on . M1
1

. L aurier .

”

T he H erald
’sReport ofthe B anque t — Mr . L aurie r spoke shortly

,

saying h e wish e d t o e conom ize his voice in case ofa gen eral
e le ction . M1

1

. Me rcie r gave a de tailed accoun t ofhow th e P rov
incial treasury stood— ofth e un ion be twe e n th e L ibe rals and

N ational Con se rvative s— proclaim ed him se lfth e h e ad ofa N ational
gove rnm en t

,
and closed with saying : “My du ty and m y place

are known ; Ifshould b e at th e side ‘
ofm y e ste e m e d chi ef

,
th e

H on . W. L aurier
,
should h e so de sire it

,
and I wil l b e th ere what

e ve r m ay happe n , ifGod perm its . ”

L
’
E lecteur, 28th January, 1891. B ut this is not all . T h e

pre senc e at M1
1

. Me rcie r’sside ofM1
1

. L aurie r
,
leader ofth e

Canadian L ibe ral party ,
h e whom our adve rsariessurnam e d th e

kn ight withoutfe ar and without reproach , unfoldsfor usoth e r
and vaste r horizons .

The re is no doubt of it
,
and away beyond th e rim of

those horizons are burning volcanos t hat th e eye cannot

ye t de te ct , but which , w ith tim e
,
will loom into sight .

L
’
E lec teur

,

29th January, 1891. T h e sam e sentim en ts gush ed
out in all th e spe e che s at th e banque t . H on . W . L aurie r gave
e cho to th e se ntim ents ofM1

1

. Me rcie r M1
1

. Me rcie r gav eforce
and sign ificance extraordinary to th e sam e sentim e nts when h e
said , am idst thund e rs ofapplause , that h e would , ifth e e le ction
ru m ors we re re alized

, put offhis trip to E urope , that h e would
e ven haste n backfrom P aris

,
ifn e cessary ; that h is p lace in t h e

h t ur ofbattle wasb eside his ve n e rated chief
,
H on . W i lfre d

L aurie r.

L
’
E lecteur

, ,
30 th January,

’

1891.
- De spatchfrom N ew York :

H on . M1
1

. and e s. L aurie r
,
H on . M1

1

. and Mrs. L ong ley
,
and

M1
1

. and Mrs. E rne st P acaud reache d he re th is m orn ing and are

at th e Brunswick H o te l . M1
1

. L aurie r speaks to n igh t at t h e

Board ofTrade Banque t at th e De lm onico .
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So Mr . Laurie r flie s , fre sh from this banque t -hall
whe re

,

Mr . Me rcie r promised to stand by him , to N ew

Y ork , to th e land of Wiman , Butte rw orth and Hitt and
his trave lling companion , his fidesachates, his vale t - de
chambre , i s th e same M r. Erne st P acaud

,
with whom Mr .

Laurie r se ems to have so little to do , th e moment the re is
a cloud on Mr . Pacaud’s name , and that his “

e vil associa
tion might corrupt th e libe ral le ade r

’s good manne rs .

”

T h e scene s are b e coming more inte resting as w e draw
towards th e cris is .

M ontreal H erald , 4th February, 1891
“S ir John Macdonald’s

atte m pt to surprise t he country and obtain a snatch ve rdict b e
fore th e pe ople would b e able to grasp th e n ew phase s of th e
political s ituation ,

had led M1
1

. Me rcie r and his co lle ague s
,
who

had arrange d to go to E urope and the U n ite d S tate s on im portant
public busine ss

,
to cance l the ir tripsfo r t h e pre se nt and re m ain

t o assist H on . M1
1

. L aurie r and th e L ibe rals in “

th e cam paign now

opening .

JII ontreal H erald, 5 thFebruary, 1891
“Conse rvative pol iticians

are con side rably disturbed by th e announce m ent that P re m ie r
Me rcie r and m e m bers of his cabine t have put offthe ir conte m
plate d busin e ss trips in orde r to b e able to aid H en . M1

1

. L aurie r
and his libe ral friends in the Dom in ion e le c t ions . The y hadfair
w arn ing of his inte ntions and have no right to com p lain . Beside s
P re m ie rMe rcie r would b e m ore than hum an , if h e did no t re sent ,
in th e m ost effe ctive and practical m anne r, th e unde rhand as
saults m ade upon h im and his gove rnm ent by Fede ral Cabine t
M in iste rs and conse rvative politicians . It is M1

1

. Me rcie r’s turn ,

now
,
and h e can b e depe nde d upon to m ake his powe r fe lt on

behalfof L ibe ralism and good gove rnm e nt, in Dom inion
, just as

he hasdone in P rovincialpolitics.
”

It is lucky for th e Dominion that h e , P acau d and
company have not as ye t had a chance , through Premie r
Laurie r, to act in Dominion affairs as they have ‘done in

Provincial m atte rs .

M ontreal H erald
,
10 th February, 1891 : Report of th e B onse

cours Marke t m e e ting oft h e 9th . E xtracts from M1
1

. Me rcie r’s
spe e ch : “My duty and m y place are known I m ust b e at the

side of m y e ste e m ed le ade r
,
H on . Wilfred L aurie r

, ‘ifh e wishe s
it

,
and with th e he lp of God I shal l b e the re , no m atte r what

happens . God hasperm itted it , Mr. L aurier wishesit , and I am
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here at hisside , fightingfor th e trium ph ofth e cause which is so
de ar to usall . ” I and m y colle ague s have placed
ourse lve s entire ly at M1

1

. L au11e 1
’s disposal

,
and h e can re ly upon

usin th e in te re sting and hopeful struggle in which h e isabout
to engage . H on . M1

1

. L aurie r hasaccepte d
th e re solution s ofth e I nt e r 1

p10 v incial Confe rence of1887 , and

p1om ised to give effe ct to the m ifh e com e s into powe r . I t is
our duty to m ake h im trium ph .

So far w e have both the se honorable gentlemen care
fully fulfilling the ir mutual pledgesandsticking to e ach
othe r , or rathe r both sticking t o P acaud ,

who 1sth e n e ck
yoke that unite s them .

L a P atrie
,
4ih February, 1891. B onne N ouve lle/Ah ! M1.

Chaple au
, you boasted ye st e rday l n th e Witnessthat M1

1

. M e rcie r
wou ld no t he lp Mr . L aurie r ! Y ou had alre adyforgotten that
M1

1

. Me rcier
,
at 1th e Club N ational banque t , had se ve ral tim e s

cal led M1
1

. L aurie r his chief
,
and that h e had prom ise d so le m nly

to be at his side ifyou or you r col leagu e s unde r took to play us
one ofthosefox tricks at which your old chiefis such an adept.
To put a l ittle courage into th e stom achs ofyour partisans you
hastene d to te ll the m that it wou ld be to M1

1

. Me rcie r’s inte re st
to stay quie tly at hom e .

The re is no doubt tod ay that it w ould have be en ve ry
much to both Me rcie r’sand Laurie r’s inte re st h ad t h e

forme r followe d Mr . C h aple au
’sadvice .

L a P atric
,
5 th February, 1891.

— “N o t on ly M1
1

. M e rcie r has
put offhis E uropean trip un til afte r th e e le ctions

,
but h e has

re calle d his co lle ague s
,
Me ssrs . Chas . L ange l ie r and Robidoux

,from N ew York
,
and h e is busy organ izing .

L a P atrie
,
6 ih February, 1891.

— Spe aking of Chaple au
H e looks we ll to com e and kick up a dust b e cause M1

1

. Me1c i e 1

and all ourfriends in the local Cabine t of Que b e c de clare d they
we re going to rush in to th e fight to he lpMr . L aurie r. ”

L a P atric
,
l 0 th February, 1891.

— From Mr . Me rcier’s B onse
cours Marke t spe e ch . Asto th e finan cial re lation s be twe e n t he
P rovince s and th e Dom in ion

,
th e exe cution ofth e de cision of t h e

Inte rprovincial Confer e nce would give to e ach p1ovinc e th e

m e ans ofde ve loping its r 1

esou10 es, favorm g its education ,
1nst1uc

tion and colonization .

”

Which m e ans to give Mr . Me rcie r all th e me ans h e
ne e de d from th e Dominion tre asury to pay his provincial
debts and to ke ep up Me ssrs . P acaud , Lange lie r 85 Co .
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L
’
E lecteur, 10 th February, 1891. O ur adve rsarie s unde rstand

now that , with Mr . Me rcie r at his side , M1
1

. L aurie r is invincible
in Que be c . Mr. M ercier careslit t lefor T oryscrup les.”
W e should think that his regard for any spe cie s of
scruple s , Tory or othe rwise , is ve ry slim . At least the
last four ye ars of his e rratic care e r would se em to indicate
that h e kept little account of e ithe r scruple s or dram m s.
L

’
E lecteur of th e 11th and 12th February contain col

umu s upon columns uniting Mr . Laurie r and Mr . Me rcie r
as th e Damon and Pythias of Quebe c Libe ralism . The se
articl e s would b e too long to cite , howsoeve r inte resting
they m ay b e still , for our pre se nt purpose , and due con
side ration for our space b e1ng had , w e must le ave them
to th e gle ane rs ofpolitical information who are sufficie ntly
inte re sted to look up th e file s .

L
’
E lee teur, 11th February ,

‘
1891

, give s a translation of
an inte rview h ad by a S tar reporte r with Mr . Me rcie r

,
in

w hich th e latte r says

W e will give M1
1

. L aurie r fifte e n ofa m ajor1ty in this pro
vince . I have com e to place m yse lfat the disposal of the Mon t
re al district com m itte e

,
and I will re m ain in harne ss until t h e

e nd ofth e cam paign . I shal l have with m e Mr . Robidoux , th e

Attorney-Ge n e ral
,
and M1

1

. Duham e l . th e Com m issione r ofCrown
L ands . At Que b e c , Mr . S h e hyn ,

th e Tre asure r
,
Mr . Ross , the

P re sident oft he Council
,
and M1

1

. Garne au ,
the Com m iss ione r of

P ublic Works
,
will be in charge

,
with th e sam e com m itte e that

w e had at th e last provincial gene ral e le ctions in June . T h e

organ ization will b e th e sam e in all th e province , and th e re sult
will probably b e be tte r .

”

The re is no back -door b usine ssabout that . T h e full
we ight and influe nce of th e Qu e be c Cabine t we re c e r

tainly cast into th e balance for Mr . Laurie r . In th e same
numbe r of that organ Mr . P acaud write s Mr . Me rcie r
hasbound him se lf by asolem n engagem ent to g ive at - le ast
a m ajority of fifte en vo te s to Mr . Laurie r ; that is to say
to put him into powe r . This e ngageme nt , th e alliance

of which Mr . Laurie r spe aks
,
th e compact of which Mr .

P acaud write s , must sure ly ne a bond of union be tw e e n
th e le ade rs .
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L
’
E lecteur, l 6 th February, 1891.

—Mr . Me rcie r’s S pe e ch at S t .

Am broise
,
County ofQue b e c . At th e re que st of m y chief, H on .

W. L auri e r , I com e he re to re spe ctfully but fi1m 1y de m and that
you support th e O pposition candidate in this struggle .

I am yourfrie nd you are m yfriends ; stand toge th e r stand
un ite d

,
and workfor th e victory ofour chief— W ilfre d L aurie r .

L E lee teur
,
z3ra February, 1891.

— Speaking ofM1
1

. Francois
L ange lie r . Am an who ln Que be c 1sM1

1

. M e rc ie r’s right arm
,

whom th e latte r honors with his gre atestfrie ndship , and to whom
h e doe s not h e sitate to confid e m ost i m portant fiiissions

,
charging

h im to go to th e Supre m e Court to repre se nt th e P rovince of
Queb e c . W e ne ed no t say that Mr . Me rcie r clings m a particu lar
m anne r to th e ide a ofM1

1

. L ange lie r
’s 1e e le ction .

”

T h e re 1sno wonde r at that . Mr . P acaud might have
adde d that Mr . Me rcie r paid Mr . Lange lie r $3,000 for

going to O ttawa and rising in court and only saying that
h e was th e attorne y of th e Quebe c Gove rnment . Pe rhap s
at that rate Mr . Lange lie r will b e able to make a hole in
Mr . Me rcie r’s borrow ed millions whe n h e sends in his
bill for de fe nding his own brothe r and th e Count be fore
th e Committe e of th e Senate .

L
’
E lecteur

,
25 th February, 1891. 80 gre at is th e cry ofS ir

John’s partisan s in th e We st against M1
1

. L aurie r that th ey say
M1

1

. M e rcie r’s closefrie ndship com prom is e s h im .

”

Inde ed e ve nts have prove n that those We ste rn pe ople
we re right , for most undoubte dly Mr . Me rcie r’s close
friendship is at th is mom ent compromising Mr . Laurie r
in a manne r that should shock th e high political morality

of th e le ade r of th e Opposition and make him shive r at

th e thought of himse lf.

L ’E lecteur, 6 th March , 1891. I n th e P rovince ofQue be c M1
1

.

M e rcie r hasright royally kept his word . H e prom ised Mr.

L aurie r fifte e n votesofa m ajority h e will give h im tw enty- fiv e

when all is counte d up.

”

Quite extravagant is Mr. P acaud be coming,
but then i t

is natural for h im to b e a spendthrift , w he the r in matte rs
of money , note s or promise s
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L E lecteur, 12 th March
,
1891.

— I n an inte rview with Mr. Me r
cie r by a S tar re porte r, afte r Mr . Me rc ie r spoke of how h e had
kept his prom ise to Mr. L aurie r , h e concluded by saying

“I

have no doubt that ifH on. M r. L aurier becom esFirst M nister of
the Dom inion the P rovince will ge t whatever it asks. ”

That is to say, Mr . Me rcie r would ge t whateve r he like d
out of th e Dominion , and would rule th e roost in Quebe c
at th e e xpense of all th e othe r pe ople of Canada .

Mr . Laurie r
,
fortunate ly for Canada

,
did not be come

Premie r of th e Dominion
,
and Mr . Me rcie r w asobliged

to go offto Europe and prosecute his original plan of
raising afew millions upon th e cre dit of his impove rish ed
Province , whichfew millions h e se e m s not t o be able to
se cure , without conside rable unlooke d- for trouble . Mr.
P acaud is trying his hand ove r the re -will h e suc

ese d where Me rcie r’s , _gre at blow - ou t se e m s to have
faile d ! T h e Dominion Parliament was called for de

spat ch of busine ss , Mr . Laurie r came to O ttawa again ,
as le ade r of a ve ry dissatisfie d O pposition . T h e fe arful
raid , in th e w ay of committe e inve stigations , was made
upon th e Gove rnment . Strange to say , Mr . Laurie r kept
re ligiously aloof from all th e committe e inve stigations
and le ft th e scandal hunting to Me ss rs . Tarte , Davie s ,
Mullock,Somme rville and othe r subordinate s . Mr . Laurie r

w aswis e in his course , for none be tte r than h e knew
what a fe arful boome rang all the se proce edings might
prove to b e . Conscious of his own dange r, he kept out of
th e w ay,

and trusted to his s tar to save him from e xposure .

But h e was not thus to e scape . In th e midst of the ir hu e

and cry ”
a me te or shot up

,
athwart th e darkne ss of th e

sphe re
,
and it thre atene d to burst ove r th e Libe ral camp in

Quebe c . T h e now notorious Baie desChaleurs Railway
scandal was brought up in th e Senate Committe e of
Privilege s and Ele ctions . Me ssrs . Arm strong, Charle s
and John C . Lange lie r, th e Hon . Count Me rcie r and Mr .
Erne st P acaud , as we ll asse ve ral othe rs , be cam e at once
com promise d in th e most scandalous transaction that eve r
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disgrace d Canadian annals . Bare faced public robbe ry
,
in

which th e Ali Babba was Count Me rcie r, and his chie f
lieutenan t was Erne st P acaud . It is not for us he re to

e xamine into th e de tails of that abominable and shame le s s
de al our obje ct is to show that th e le ade r of th e Oppos1
tion at O ttawa , th e Hon .Wilfred Laurie r, th e bosom friend ,

political chie f and gene ral associate of Mr . Me rcie r, th e
school - fe llow , partne r , patron and trave lling com panion
of Mr . P acaud ,

not only h ad a share in th e transaction
,

b u t that h e has b e en privy to th e Hegira of P acaud ,
and

has always had full knowle dge of th e state of Mr .

Me rcie r’s affairs . W e have trace d the ir intim acy. in a
hurrie d and supe rficial m anne r e v e r since Mr . Laurie r has
had his eye on th e premie rship and since Mr . Me rcie r had
his eye on th e Dominion coffe rs . L e t us take up ,

. then ,

th e last m ove in th e closing ac t of
, our pe culiar little

drama and behold th e m ask of hypocrisy fall from th e

face of that great le ade r ,W ho has so long wrapped himse lf
in his cloak of dignity .

Be fore e nte ring upon this final conside ration
,
I would

draw e spe cial atte ntion to th e pe culiar fact that when
Mr . Mackenzi e and Mr . Blake l e d th e Lib e rals they we re
re ally th e C hie ftains

,
e ach in his turn , of th e party ; but

Mr . Laurie r , like a m inor or a quasi - inte rdicte d pe rson ,
cannot act without his advisory com mitte e ,from which
all his instructions se em to come . His party may con
side r h im an e legant figure -he ad, but a ve ry unre liable
head . H e doe s not le ad , nor is his will law they— th e

sate llite s— le ad, and h e follows the ir dictation . They
could

’

not even trust h im with a say in th e scandal
inve stigations ; Cartwright , Mills , Davie s and Charle ton ,

and th e minor characte rs like Mullock , Liste r , Som me r
ville and McMu lle n

,
and afew sti ll more que stionable

pe rsonage s like Tarte , Amyot and Lange lie r , has e ach a
duty to pe rform , but Laurie r is kept in th e back ground .

Doe s h e fe e l th e sting ! or is h e indiffe rent to or powe r
le ss against th e humiliating slight !
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T h e w ise man of old , says th e T rue Witness, who
oh

’
d that his ene m y would write a book would have

b e en happy in having Mr . Me rcie r’s chie f newspape r
organ in th e ranks of those h e hated . L

’
E leeteur has

no t exactly written a book ; but it haswritte n an
article , and whe n th e Libe rals at Ottawa re ad it the y
will have fre sh re ason to curse th e d ay they he lpe d
to make Mr . Me rcie r premie r of th e unfortunate “ pro
vince . Briefly state d , L

’
E lecteur says a portion of th e

m one y its dire ctor blackmaile d out of Mr . Armstrong w as
used in payme nt ofnote s m ade to raise mone y for th e
Libe ral party to use in Fe de ral politics . Mr . Laurie r and
th e othe r chie fs at O ttawa are e xpe cting political be nefitfro m o th e proce eds of the s e notorious se curitie s , made more
disreputable by th e manne r in w hich they w e re dis
charged .

”
T h e tale i s be st told in L ’

E lecteur
’sown words

,

and he re the y are

L
’
E le e teur, 25 thAugust, 1891— E ditoria l.

T H E OFFIC IAL DEFEN C E .

T h e Conse rvative pre ss is m aking a gre at noise ove r ce rtain
note s bearing th e signature s ofMe ssrs . Me rcie r

,
F. L ange lie r, C.

P . A. P e lle tie r
,
Charle s L ange lie r and Tarte

,
which have be e n

paid by M1
1

. P acaud . L e t usse e ifthe re isanything wrong
about the m . W e say, first, that t he date ofthe se note s e stab
lishe s th efact that th ey we re m ade afte r th e ge ne ral e le ctions for
th e Com m ons long before th e re w asany que stion of th e se ttle
m ent ofth e Baie desChale urs railway m atte r. From this the re
is e stablished clearly twofacts inconte stably : O urfriends have
not use d this m oneyfo r th e e le ctions

,
b e cause they we re ove r

,

and
,
in th e second place , it did not com efrom Mr . Arm strong

,

se e ing that hisaffair had no t be e n se ttle d
,
and that it w asno t in

que stion .

RAI S I N G O F A FU N D.

‘H e re is th e explanation ofthe se note s . T he gene ral e le c
tions we re ove r . O ur adve rsarie s we re conte sting all t he e le c
tion s of th e candidate s who had be en e le cted to support M1

1

. L au

rie r . T h e principal party m en at Que be c , Mr . M e rcie r at th e

head
,
re solve d to raise afundfor t he purpose ofconte st ing th e

e le ction of th e Con se rvative candidate s . N ow . e ve ryone knows
that a deposit of in e ach conte station is a part oft he
expense s . Me ssrs . Me rcie r, P e lle tie r and L ang e l ie r sign ed t he
note s

,
which we re discounted

,
and

,
with th e procee ds

,
th e de

posits we re m ade in a large num be r ofconteste d e le ctions . They
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we re th e m eans ofprote cting ourfrie nds . Asth e conte stations
are se ttle d one w ay 0 1

1

anothe r th e deposits will b e re tire d and

used to rede e m th e note s thus discounted . H e re is th e history
of the se note s .

H OW T H E FU N D MAKERS W ERE IN DEMN IFIED.

‘B ut it wil l b e said
,
and w e will b e charged that M1

1

. P acaud

paid the m with th e m oney obtain e dfrom Arm strong. That M1.

P acaud should b e blam e dfor having ob tain ed/m on eyfrom Mr .

Arm strong is Ope n to argum e nt ; but what harm is th e re in
Me ssrs . Me rcie r

,
P e ll e tie r and L ange lie r having sign e d note s

d e stin ed t o b e paid late r by deposits com ingfrom th e se ttle m ent
ofconte sted e le ction s It hasn o t be e n e stablished , and they
are powe rl e ss t o do so

,
that Mr . P acaud consulted any oft he se

g entle m en before paying th e se note s . M1
1

. P acaud rece ive d som e

m on eyfro m A11 1

m st1ong ; it is his p1
1Ope rty and with this m oney

h e paid these note s
,
waitingfor repaym e n t unti l th e deposits are

re m itted . An im portan t d e tail is that th e se deposits are m ade
pe rsonally 111 th e nam e ofMr. P acaud . We p1

1

Opose th e que stion
to all sensible m en . Wasthe re anything repre hensible in th e

sign ing ofthe se note s N o
,
without a doubt. They did nothing

but to repe at what th ey have don e before to assure th e succe ss of
the ir party

,
and it owe s the m the ir. profound thanks ’

The re w asneve r a straighte r case of corruption admit
t ed e ve n in thc annals of th e Canadian Libe ral party .

L
’
E lecteur

’sarticle would b e re m arkable anywhe re ou t

side ofQuebe c . It is an adm ission
,
without th e slighte st

apology or regre t , that P acaud got th e from
Arm strong . That money it h asbe e n shown

, w aswrung
from a claimant on th e tre asury w h o w asput unde r
th e fe ar that ifh e did not pay it h e would ge t noth
ing at all . Part ofit was u se d for party cam paign pur
pose s in th e inte re st of th e Libe ral party at Ottawa . All
this w asdone and i s told of asa matte r of course . T h e

chie f re cognized e xpone nt of Libe ral ide as in th e Province
of Queb e c s e e s nothing w rong

'

in it . Nothing could b e t
t e r illustrate th e utte r debas e m e nt of public opinion
am ong those who here claim to b e calle d by th e honore d
name

t J

ofLibe rals . ”

Hon . Mr . Laurie r wrote a l e tte r to th e Ottawa C itiz en ,

date d 14th August , 1891. T h e report of th e proce e dings
i n th e Senate comm itte e had state d that P acaud go t pe r
mission from Me rcie r and Laurie r to go to E urope , just
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at th e m om ent when his pre sence w asre quired in Ottawa.

that P acaud h ad be en thre atening for a long time to go
to Europe

,
but w aswatching to se e whe the r this boodle

scandal would b e une arthed or not . As soon as it burst
upon th e political sky P acaud shot across th e Atlantic .

Afte r quoting th e re port of what Senator Tassé said in
th e com mitte e , Mr . Laurie r doe s no t he sitate to place his
name upon re cord in a le tte r to th e Ottawa C itiz en , pu b

lish ed in th e e dition of th e l 6 th August , 1891. It must
have be en a ve ry close call that could induce th e le ade r
of a gre at party to de scend to th e risk of a newspape r con

trov e rsy ove r his own signature . But probably th e

advisory council dictate d th e le tte r, or force d h im to do
what his be tte r judgme nt should have forbidden . In
that le tte r h e says , re fe rring to L

’
E lecteur of th e 12th

August
T h e im pre ssion is he re conveye d that ou Monday

,
th e 10 th

in stant
,
afte r th e inve st igation on t h e Baie desChaleurs Railway

Bill had com m ence d before th e Rai lway Com m itte e ofth e S en
at e

,
I wasconsulte d by Mr . P acaud asto whe the r h e shou ld 0 1

1

shou ld no t go to E urope . T h e in sinuat ion is ab solute ly contrary
to facts . M1

1

. P acaud is th e chie f editor ofth e newspap e r L ’E lee

tear. I have be en in freque nt com m un ication with h im asto t h e
conduct ofth e pape r . O n Tue sday

,
th e 4th instan t

,
and not o n

Monday
,
th e l 0th instant

,
h e wrote to m e t o ask m e if I would

obje ct to his going t o E urope during th e se ssion ,
and I answe re d

h im at once
,
on th e re ce ipt ofhis le tte r , that I had no obj e ction .

At that tim e I had ne ve r heard that Mr . P acaud’s pre se nce would
b e re qu ired before th e Railway Com m itte e of th e Se nate . Ifat
that tim e h e had be e n sum m on e d asa witn e ss to appear be fore
th e com m itte e

,
I wasnot aware ofit

,
and

,
asfar asm y know

le dge goe s
,
h e had no t be en sum m one d

,
nor had his nam e be en

m e n tion ed in any conn e ction whateve r w ith th e Baie desChaleurs
Rai lway Bill .

Yours truly
WIL FRID L AU RIE R.

O ttawa
,
14th .

L e t us now se e what L ’
E tecteur of th e 12 th August ,

1891, says :
“For se ve ral m onths past M1

1

. E rne st P acaud ,
director of this

pape r
,
proposed to take a m onth’s vacation that h e would spe nd
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in visiting E urop e . This trip his physic ian pre scribedfor h im ,

but had to b e put offfrom m onth to m onth on accoun t ofth e
m ultitud e ofhisbusine ss affairs . Monday oflas t we e k h e wrote
to H o n. Mr . L aurie r to subm it to h im his hol iday p lan ,

and th e

n ext day h e wrote to M1
1

. Me rcie r in a sim ilar sen se . O n e and

th e othe r having acqui e sce d, M1
1

. P acaud wase nable d to e xe cute
h isplan

!

and to go to N ew York to take this we ek’s ste am e r.
H e hastaken a re turn ticke t by t h e ‘P arisian

,

’which will le ave
L ive rpoo l th e 17 th Septe m be r n ext . ”

Now th e date s little sign ify . W e w on’t quibble about
th e 4th or th e l 0th . T h e facts are the s e : that P acaud
had to ge t pe rmission from Laurie r and Me rcie r be fore

going to Europe ; that h e only wanted to go for one

m onth ; that h e should go be fore th e close ofan e xc ep

t ional se ssion ; that , e ven asimportan t ash e must b e to
his m aste rs h e should le ave whe n his party w aspassing
through a s eve re cr1s1s

,
and whe n a busine ss with which

h e is th e m ost de eply conne cte d was b e coming th e sub

je ct of public inve stigation . Mr . Laurie r claims that h e
did not know that Pacaud’s name was conne cted with
th e Baie desChaleurs Railw ay affair

,
nor that P acaud

had be en sum moned to atte nd . Too transparent ! H e

had be e n told of it previous to writing P acaud by one of
his own party— on e who be ars th e cognome n ofAanan ias.
Pe rhaps Mr . Laurie r did not b e lie ve him . In any case a
lawye r of Mr . Laurie r’s acumen and e xpe rience could not
but know that P acaud would b e summone d as th e prin
c ipal witne ss a politician of M1

1

. Laurie r’s fore sight ,
knowledge of de tail , and past conne ction with Me rci e r
and P acaud , could not but know that his protégé , P acaud ,

w asth e paid agent of his own
'

political twin brothe r ,
Me rcie r . T h e e xpe rience of th e inve stigations in th e

Commons’ Committe e s alone should te ach h im ,
apart

from his profe ssional e xpe rience , that th e inquisition

turne d upon Pacaud
’s e vidence— th e ve ry statement of

th e charge s made it cle ar to e ve ryone . His intim acy with
Me rcie r, and his control ofP acaud ,

re nde re d it absolute ly
im possible that h e should b e ignorant o f h ow P acaud go t
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his m oney ; also of what h e did for it and with it , and of th e
fact that th e inve stigation im pe rative ly de m anded 'P acaud

’s
pre sence . H e knew th e inve stigation had commence d ,
and ye t h e e xamine d Pacaud’s plans and grante d him a

perm it to place th e Atlantic , for a month
,
be twe en him

se lf and th e Senate . If Mr . Laurie r pre tends h e did
,
not

know all the se things , h e cannot have re ad th e Libe ral
pre s s of th e last thre e or four ye ars ; h e must havefor
gotte n e ve ry transaction as quickly asit o ccurre d ; in
fact

,
h e must b e devoid of all ordinary inte lligence and is

unfi t not only to le ad , but e ve n to follow in th e ranks of
any party . If h e did know all this

,
what are we t o think

of his ve racity
,
honor

,
s traightforwardne ss and loudly

vaunte d political purity Mr . Laurie r is e ithe r a blind
simple ton , im posed upon by P acaud and le ad by th e nose
by Me rcie r, or e lse h e is a knowing knave and an ae com

plish e d hypocrite . In e ithe r case h e is not fit to b e
t ruste d with th e affairs of a country like Canada .

'

I t

might suit Me rcie r and his boodle -

gang to se e Laurie r at
th e he ad of th e Dom inion Gove rnment , bu t it would b e a
sad day for th e country .

E P I L O GrU E .

What are w e to conclude from all th e scene s in this
little charade ‘

.

2 Are w e to be l ieve that Mr . Laurie r is
dishone st p e rs onally Are w e to imagi ne that h e is on e
of th e Quebe c boodle rs’

.

2 Not at all ! Far b e it from us
to e ve n 1ns1nuate that Mr . Laurie r e ve r had or dre ame d of
having any pe cuniary share in th e de als so re cently
brought to ligh t . But what w e m ust conclude , and what
inevitably flows from the s e premise s , i s that Mr . Laurie r

hasbe en so intim ate ly conne cted with th e othe r charac
te rs in this dram a that h e kne w al l about th e ir actions
and m otive s , and thatfor purpose s othe r and highe r than
th e me re grasping of somefew dollars h e h asbeen willing
to aid and abe t the m in the ir program m e of plunde r.
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Mr . Laurie r h ashigh - soaring ambition— it is his all

absorbing passion ; Mr . Me rcie r has e xtre m e vanity
,
com

b in ed with an ove r-we ening love of powe r— and h e re cks
little what th e me ans are , provide d they he lp h im

towards th e gratification of the se inclinations ; Mr.
P acaud h asa love for notorie ty and an all - ab sorbing
cupidity

,
and for the se h e will follow through e ve ry

maze , no m atte r h ow dark or intricate , pr ovide d they are

satiate d . Laurie r, to attain th e goal of his am bition ,

re quired Me rcie r’s he lp,
and Me rcie r could not rende r

him m uch assistance without th e aid ofP acaud , the ir
mutual confidential m an . P acaud give s all his ene rgie s
and tale nts to the ir cause , ln th e hop e s of se curing high
price s for h 1sse rvi ce s Me rcie r casts his powe rs into th e
balance in orde r to s e cure for himse lf th e m e ans

'

of
satisfying his pe rsonal vanity and th e cupidity of his
friends Laurie r lends his assistance in th e same struggle
in orde r to ke ep Me rcie r and P acau d on hand

,
asrungs

in th e ladde r of his am b it l on . L e t Laurie r ge t into powe r
and h e will have re aped all th e reward that he crave s ;
but then h e will have to ke ep his com pact w ith Me rcie r ,
and th e latte r will have attain e d th e obj e ct of his intrigue s ;
but then h e will have t o support B acaad out ofth e
ill - gotte n gains , so that th e latte r will have his avaricious
ne s s satisfie d, and all

'

th iswill b e done at th e e xpens e of
th e Dominion of Canada . It is for the se re asons that
Me rcie r plays Damon to Laurie r’s Pythias and P acaud

plays Vale t to both . So, then , P acaud and his crew are

bound to th e com pact by th e link of the ir unscrupulous
cupidity ;

1 Me rcie r is bound by th e link ofhis v a1n -

gl ori
ous love of notorie ty and we alth ; and Laurie r is bound
by th e l ink of his more - than - N apole on l c ambition . T h e

motive s are diffe rent , th e obje cts to b e attaine d are dive r
sified , but th e means to b e use d are th e sam e , and th e
malign effe cts upon th e country are identical . Judged
by the ir motive s , Mr . Laurie r stands away aloof from
th e othe r conspirators judged by the ir actual de eds , and
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th e effc e tsthe re of, h e is asde eply in th e m e sh ase ithe r
or all of th e othe rs . T h e worst and be st that can b e said
of him is , that Hon . Wilfre d Laurie r “doe s not love Can
a‘da le ss “

bu t Laurie r more ; that h e would sacrifice his
country’s name , fam e and future

,
at th e shrine of his ow n

ambition , and h e scruple s not what m e ans h e use s
,
pro

v ided th e goal of his life is re ached , —th e Premie rship of
Canada . In fact

,
to sum up Mr . Lauri e r’s political char

acte r, motive s , ide as , acti ons and all , w e could not m ore fit

tingly clos e than by using his ominous words
“W e must

make use of que stionable means ve ry ofte n in political
life , th e instrume nt is of little conse que nce ,

compare d to
th e re sults that w e can produce with it .“ That gentle
m an h asgive n ample e v ide nce of his be l ie f in,

and prac

tice of, this Machiave lian doctrine . What with playing
on e part in Ontario , anothe r in Quebe c , and audaciously
denying both in th e House ; with preparing,

re ading, and
corre cting the proofs of a Quebe c spe e ch , and the n pro
claim ing that h e waswrongly reporte d ; with re pudia
ting,

on th e floor ofParliament
, w hat h e boaste d of be fore

th e e le ctors ; with knowingly and de libe rate ly m isqu ot
ing paragraphs and pamphle ts be fore Parliament, and

attributing th e authorship to Conse rvative s , when h e

knew who wrote
,
corre cte d , and was paid from Libe ral

funds for publishing th e same ; with denials of conne c
tions

,
compacts

,
agre eme nts , or e ve n sympathie s with

Me rcie r
,
P acaud and the ir junto , and actually dictating

to them all th e while— what
,
with all the se things , c an

w e do othe r than admit
,
howso e ve r re luctantly , that th e

Le ade r of th e Oppositi on is no be tte r than his political
associate s . It is hard to fe e l that such an idol should b e

hurled from its pe de stal , but th e love r of his country
like th e Cate chumens of old“—must be come iconolast for
th e sake of th e fame

,
honor

, and we ll -b e ing of th e land
h e love s

,
and must te ar away th e ve il from th e shrine of

th e De lphic de ity
,
if w e wish to se e th e great principle

of Political Truth prevail . Future politicians m ay le arn
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from Laurie r that , if unrestraine d ambition can rais e a man
from th e lowe st position , it can also prostrate him from
th e highe st and from Me rc ie r the y may le arn that the re
is no point so e le vated to which th e un scrupulous may
n ot aspire

,
and the re is no depth so profound into which

the ir m achinations may not pre cipitate them . It matte rs
little that for a while the ir audacity would se em to pros

pe r, that succe ss pante d afte r their unfold ed standard ,
and that th e eye s of th e pe ople we re dazzle d and capti
y ate d by th e ve ry splendors of the ir abe rrations it could
only b efor a time— th e de ception could not endure— and
to - day

,
in th e ve ry banque t of the ir trium ph , th e Mane ,

T heckel. P hares
,
of a n ew pol itical dispe nsation blaze upon

th e walls , and th e cup of anticipate d triumph is dashed
from the se lips of th e r eve lle rs


